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ardent: wooing of the muses. In its account of
him, the Bi^mplmi Dr<WMttM takes occasion to
remind us that In writing once of dramatic poetry
in a preface to one of his plays, he averred that
he had "no better reason for wishing it well than
his love for a mistrcas, whom he should never
be married to; for that* whenever lie grew am*
hitious, he would wish to build higher, and owe
his memory to some occasion of more importance
than his writings*** Yet, by an irony of circum*
stance, the fact remains that hut for his writings
his memory would long since have been swal*
lowed by oblivion.
Strange* to say, Hill derived pleasure from
seeing his work on the stage even when if
not known to the world an his, # peculiarity
which inspired curious altruism, In 1711, he
generous enough to relieve his frieiul Joseph
Mitchell's distress by writing for him a short
tragedy called Tht fv/jV// li\/rttht$twfi which he
got produced at the Lincoln'** Inn Pieldb Theatre
as Mitchell's, published it aa his, ami him
all the profits. What in remarkable is that,
although he disclaimed all             for theatrical
fame, yet he went to extreme              to get his
plays staged and to ensure their                 pre-
sentation. Unlike the Caroline dilettanti, he never